Differential diagnosis
The ectodermal dysplasias have been extensively reviewed by Freire-Maia and Pinheiro. 4 Conditions showing involvement of both the skeletal and ectodermal systems include the Ellis-van Creveld syndrome, the GAPO syndrome, cartilage-hair hypoplasia, and the tricho-dento-osseous syndrome. Features which distinguish these disorders from cranioectodermal dysplasia include polydactyly and nail dysplasia in the Ellis-van Creveld syndrome,5 dry, fragile skin and optic atrophy in the GAPO syndrome,6 dwarfing and metaphyseal dysostosis in cartilage-hair hypoplasia, and curly hair and sclerosteosis in tricho-dento-osseous dysplasia.8 Premature fusion of the sagittal suture can be associated with several other malformations as non-specific findings9 and also occurs in a very large number of chromosomal and-monogenic syndromes,'0 none of which corresponds closely to cranioectodermal dysplasia.
Inheritance
With so few cases having been documented it is not possible to draw firm conclusions about the likely 
